
BMP 003 - Perform Regular Cleaning

Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Dirt, surplus materials, and spilled or dropped
materials are often allowed to accumulate in areas such as maintenance shops, manufacturing
facilities, metal fabrication shops, loading docks, and storage areas.  Pollutants from the
accumulated material can be transported by storm water to the storm drain system.  A clean and
orderly work area reduces the possibility of accidental spills caused by mishandling of chemicals
and equipment and should reduce safety hazards to personnel.

Description of BMP:  Maintaining a regular general sweeping and cleaning schedule reduces
buildup of waste materials and minimizes the amount of significant materials exposed to storm
water.  General cleaning includes dusting and keeping work areas neat and organized.

Floors and ground surfaces will be kept dry using brooms, shovels, vacuum cleaners, or cleaning
machines.  It is important to perform dry sweeping and dry cleaning (as opposed to hosing down
areas as discussed in BMP 004).  Garbage and waste materials will be collected and disposed
regularly.  Particular emphasis will be placed on sweeping and cleaning outdoor areas as close
as possible to a forecasted rainfall.  Any granular absorbent materials used for spill cleanup will
be removed and properly disposed before a rainfall.

Application Guidance:  Cleanup and sweeping will be performed daily and more often as
necessary to remove all loose trash, paint cans, discarded construction materials, sediment, oil,
solvents, plastics and other significant materials.  Additional clean up and sweeping will be
performed before anticipated storm events.  Additionally, a regular sweeping schedule will be
maintained.

The frequency for implementing of this BMP has been provided as general guidance.  However, a
facility operator may wish to establish a more suitable frequency.  This will require SWPPP
implementers to make judgments based on facility operations and conditions.

Training:  Personnel will be trained to ensure that all waste be managed within guidelines of
applicable federal, state, and local regulations.  Signs will be posed as reminders.

Effectiveness and Cost:  Regular general cleaning is a highly effective, low-cost BMP.

Limitations:  None




